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NASA-FUNDED UM PROJECT SPONSORS GIS DAY IN FLORENCE
MISSOULA—
Students in the Bitterroot Valley’s Florence-Carlton School will experience the
awesome potential of satellite imagery and geographic information systems Wednesday, Nov.
20, during GIS Day.
Sponsored by the Earth Observing Project at The University of Montana, the GIS Day
open house will run from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the school, located at 5602 Old Highway 93. The
public is welcome to attend.
During the event teachers and students will showcase real-world GIS applications by
displaying posters and maps and giving demonstrations and lectures that will allow people to
experience firsthand GIS technology and its extensive applications and benefits.
GIS technology is a computer-based tool for mapping and analyzing objects and events.
It combines the power of a database with the visualization capabilities offered by maps.
Businesses, schools, governments and others use GIS for a wide variety of applications, as GIS
provides the power to solve complicated problems, experiment with scenarios and present
ideas. Though geographic analysis and mapping are not new, GIS technology performs these
tasks better and faster than manual methods.
There are now about half a million GIS users in the world, but the public is largely
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unaware of this growing technology.. Used to solve problems in areas such as environmental
protection, pollution, health care, land use and more, GIS provides a unifying framework for
analyzing and understanding the world around us.
Many colleges, universities, schools, cities and private industries will participate in GIS
Day to give the general public examples of how GIS technology can be applied in interesting
and exciting ways.
UM ’s EOS Education Project is a NASA-funded organization that disseminates Earth
science imagery and curricula to the global education community - especially information
from NASA’s Earth Observing System, a flotilla of environmental satellites now being
launched.
For more information call Kandy Raup at (406) 243-6685 or e-mail her at
kraup@eoscenter.com.
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